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   William Hirstein

Dept. of Philosophy






Elmhurst College






  
190 Prospect Ave., Box 113





Elmhurst, IL  60126 





web: www.williamhirstein.com
Areas of Specialization

Philosophy of Mind, Philosophy of Science, Cognitive Science 

Areas of Competence

Philosophy of Language, Metaphysics, Cognitive Neuroscience 

Positions 
   

   


       
      Academic Year

Elmhurst College, Elmhurst, Illinois



2012 to 2013

Professor of Philosophy

Elmhurst College






2007 to 2012
Professor and Chair of Philosophy

Elmhurst College 





2003 to 2007
Associate Professor and Chair of Philosophy 
     

Elmhurst College






1999 to 2003

Assistant Professor of Philosophy 
     

William Paterson University of New Jersey


1997 to 1999

Assistant Professor of Philosophy 

University of California, San Diego



1996 to 1997

Assistant Director, Brain and Perception Laboratory
Director: V. S. Ramachandran
University of California, San Diego



1994 to 1996
Postdoctoral Fellow, Krasnow Institute at George Mason University
Education

University of California, Davis




1988 to 1994

Ph.D.: Philosophy

Dissertation: The Problem of Self-Belief.  Director: Richard Wollheim  

University of New Mexico




1984 to 1987

M.A.: Philosophy

Thesis: Inside the Chinese Room. Director: G. F. Schueler  

Old Dominion University; Norfolk, Virginia


1980 to 1981

M.S.: Computer Science

Old Dominion University




1976 to 1980

B.S.: Psychology

Publications

Books

Mindmelding: Consciousness, Neuroscience and the Mind’s Privacy (2012)

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Cognitive Science: An Introduction to Mind and Brain (2006) 

New York: Routledge. Written with Daniel Kolak, Peter Mandik, and Jonathan Waskan.

Brain Fiction: Self-Deception and the Riddle of Confabulation (2005)

Cambridge, Mass.: The M. I. T. Press.

On the Churchlands (Wadsworth Philosophers Series) (2004)
Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth Publishers
On Searle (Wadsworth Philosophers Series) (2001)

Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth Publishers
Edited Books 

Confabulation: Views from Neuroscience, Psychiatry, Psychology, and Philosophy (2009)
Oxford: Oxford University Press (edited and introduced). 
The Encyclopedia of Human Behavior (2011) New York: Academic Press (editorial board).
Articles

Memories of Art (2013) The Behavioral and Brain Sciences, forthcoming.

Conscious Brain States: Where are They, and What are Their Necessary Ingredients? (2013) Mens Sana Monographs, forthcoming.

On the Criminal Culpability of Successful and Unsuccessful Psychopaths (2013) Katrina Sifferd and William Hirstein, Neuroethics, forthcoming.

Confabulation (2013) in The Encyclopedia of the Mind, eds. Hal Pashler, Tim Crane, Marcel Kinsbourne, Fernando Ferreira, and Rich Zemel, Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.
The Contribution of Prefrontal Executive Processes to Producing a Sense of Self (2011) Mens Sana Monographs, 9(1): 150-158.
The Paradoxical Self (2011) V. S. Ramachandran and William Hirstein. In The Paradoxical Brain, ed. Narinder Kapur, 94-109.

The Legal Self: Executive Processes and Legal Theory (2011) William Hirstein and Katrina Sifferd, Consciousness and Cognition, 20: 156-171.
Loved Ones Near and Far: Feinberg’s Personal Significance Theory (2010) Neuropsychoanalysis, 12: 163-166.

The Misidentification Syndromes as Mindreading Disorders (2010) Cognitive Neuropsychiatry, 15 (1-3): 233-260.
Confabulated Autobiographies, Normal and Abnormal (2010) in The Memory Process: Neuroscientific and Humanistic Perspectives, edited by Suzanne Nalbantian, Paul M. Matthews, and James L. McClelland, Cambridge, Mass.: The M. I. T. Press.
Perceiving Others and Their Minds: Response to McGeer (2009) The Modern Schoolman, 86 (3-4): 319-326.
The Aesthetic Response (2009) William Hirstein and Melinda Campbell, in The Elsevier Encyclopedia of Consciousness, ed. William Banks, Amsterdam: Elsevier Publications, 1-7.
False Memories and Confabulation (2009) The Elsevier Encyclopedia of Consciousness, ed. William Banks, Amsterdam: Elsevier Publications, 234-239.
Introduction: What is Confabulation? (2009) In Confabulation: Views from Neuroscience, Psychiatry, Psychology, and Philosophy, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1-14.

He is Not My Father, and That is Not My Arm: Accounting for Misidentifications of People and Limbs (2009) William Hirstein and V. S. Ramachandran, In Confabulation: Views from Neuroscience, Psychiatry, Psychology, and Philosophy, ed. William Hirstein, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 111-140.
Confabulation (2009) In The Oxford Companion to Consciousness, eds. Patrick Wilken, Axel Cleermans and Timothy Bayne, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 174-177.
The Name and Nature of Confabulation (2009) In The Routledge Companion to the Philosophy of Psychology, eds. Paco Calvo and John Symons, New York: Routledge 647-658.
Confabulations about People and Their Limbs, Present or Absent (2009) In The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy and Neuroscience, ed. John Bickle, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 474-512.
Mindmelding: Connected Brains and the Problem of Consciousness (2008) Mens Sana Monographs, 6 (1): 110-130.

Situational Therapy for Wernicke’s Aphasia (2006) Eric Altschuler, Adamarie Multari, William Hirstein, and V. S. Ramachandran, Medical Hypotheses, 67(4), 713-716.

Autonomic Responses of Autistic Children to Objects and People (2001) William Hirstein, Portia Iversen, and V.S. Ramachandran, Proceedings of the Royal Society of London, 268: 1883-1888.

Self-Deception and Confabulation (2000) Philosophy of Science, 67 (Proceedings): 418-429. 

The Science of Art: A Neurological Theory of Aesthetic Experience (1999)
V.S. Ramachandran and William Hirstein, The Journal of Consciousness Studies, 6: 15-41. 

The Perception of Phantom Limbs: The D. O. Hebb Lecture (1998) V.S. Ramachandran 
and William Hirstein, Brain, 121 (9): 1603-1630.

Phantom Limbs, Body Image, and Neural Plasticity (1998) V.S. Ramachandran, William Hirstein, and Diane Rogers-Ramachandran, International Brain Research Organization News, 26: 10-21.

Three Laws of Qualia: Clues From Neurology About the Biological Functions of Consciousness and Qualia (1997) V.S. Ramachandran and William Hirstein

The Journal of Consciousness Studies,  4: 429-457. 

Capgras Syndrome: A Novel Probe for Understanding the Neural Representation of the Identity and Familiarity of Persons (1997) William Hirstein and V.S. Ramachandran

Proceedings of the Royal Society of London, 264: 437-444.

Internet Publications
Inside the Phantom Limb: Identity, Emotion, Rationality, at Artbrain.org.

Psychology Today Blog. Mindmelding: Philosophy Meets Neuroscience, at 

http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/mindmelding
Three Reasons to Pursure Neuroaesthetics: What the Brain Can Teach Us About Art, posted June 13, 2012.
Conjoined Twins, Conjoined Brains, But Conjoined Minds? How Two Little Girls May Shed Light on an Age-Old Mystery, posted July 22, 2012.
Ten Tests for Theories of Consciousness: A Philosophical-Scientific Decathlon, posted July 26, 2012.
Socratic Irony and Neuroscience: Insights into One of Our Most Important but Least Understood Philosophers, posted November 5, 2012.

Honors and Awards

Confabulation: Views from Neuroscience, Psychiatry, Psychology, and Philosophy was 
selected one of the best science books of 2009 by the editors of New Scientist magazine.

Selected one of ten Elmhurst faculty members featured in an article, “Why I Teach,” in the college’s magazine, Prospect, Summer 2008, 8(1), 53.

Brain Fiction was a winner of a 2005 Choice Award for Outstanding Academic Titles.

“The Neural Substrates of Religious Experience.”  Summer research grant for $3.5k from Elmhurst College, 2001-2002.
“Confabulation: A Study in Human Nature.” Summer research grant for $3.5k from Elmhurst College, 2000-2001.

“A New Technique for Treating Phantom Limb Pain and Paralysis.” Grant for $60k from the McDonnell Foundation for a two-year (1997 - 1999) study of the effectiveness of our mirror 
box treatment for phantom pain and paralysis, compared to placebo.
University of California Fellow in the Humanities, 1988 to 1992

New Mexico Legislatively Endowed Fellow, 1985 to 1986

Papers Presented
“He is Not My Father and That is Not My Arm: A Two-Phase Account of the Misidentification Syndromes,” presented March 19, 2012 at Illinois State University.

“He is Not My Father and That is Not My Arm: A Two-Phase Account of the Misidentification Syndromes,” presented April 11, 2011 at the University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland.

“He is Not My Father and That is Not My Arm: Explaining Some Puzzling Delusions,” presented January 5, 2010 at the Marquette University philosophy colloquium series.

“Why Don’t People Say ‘I Don’t Know’?,” presented at the Dec. 20, 2009 meeting of the Ethical Humanist Society of Chicago.

“Why Don’t They Just Say ‘I Don’t Know?: The Riddle of Confabulation,” presented at
the Sept. 26, 2009 meeting of the Chicago Mensa Society.
“The Executive Self: Prefrontal Executive Processes and Sense of Self,” presented at the conference on Memory and Self Understanding, at the Hanse Wissenschaftskolleg in Delmenhorst, Germany, June 4, 2009.
“The Perception of Persons: Response to McGeer,” April 5, 2008 at the Henle Conference 
on perception, Saint Louis University.

“Mindmelding and the Problem of Consciousness,” Jan. 21, 2007 at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas philosophy colloquium series.

“What is Confabulation?,” June 18, 2006 at Baldwin-Wallace College, Summer Scholars Series.

“Consciousness: Around the Impasse,” January 13, 2006 at the University of Cincinnati Colloquium series.

“Mindmelding: Consciousness and the Myth of Privacy,” September 30, 2005 at the University of New Mexico Colloquium series.

“Autonomic Monitoring in Autism,” June 12, 2004 at the Innovative Technology in Autism conference.

“Confabulation,” September 19, 2003 at the Illinois Institute of Technology.

“A Unique Approach to the Problem of Consciousness,” April 12, 2002 at the Toward a Science of Consciousness conference at the University of Arizona. 

“The Squeezevest: A Technique for Regulating Autonomic Arousal in Autistic Children,” October 20, 2000 at the Innovative Technology in Autism conference.

“Autism and the Social Emotions,” March 21, 2000 at the Autism, Attention and Intentionality conference at Rutgers University.

“Confabulation and Human Nature,” February 26, 1999 to the Cognitive Science Group at the City University of New York Graduate Center.

“The Salience Landscape: Autonomic Dysfunction as a Major Cause of Childhood Autism,” January 23, 1999 at the Brain, Conscious Experience and Human Nature conference at the Center For Brain and Cognition, University of California, San Diego.

“The Epistemology of Confabulation,” October 22, 1998 at the biannual meeting of the Philosophy of Science Association.

“Why Do Split-Brain Patients Confabulate?,” June 13, 1998 at the annual meeting of the Society for Philosophy and Psychology.

“The Identity and Familiarity of Faces in Capgras’ Syndrome,” June 6, 1997 at the annual meeting of the Society for Philosophy and Psychology.

“Opacity and Self-Representation,” January 5, 1995 at Kent University, Kent, Ohio.

Reviewing 

Manuscript Refereeing for Presses
Oxford University Press Books

Routledge Press Books
Manuscript Refereeing for Journals

Cognitive Neuropsychiatry

Consciousness and Cognition

The International Journal of Psychophysiology

International Psychogeriatrics

The Journal of Consciousness Studies

Journal of the International Neuropsychological Society

Neuropsychologia

Neuropsychiatric Disease and Treatment

Phenomenology and the Cognitive Sciences
Philosophical Psychology

Philosophy of Science

Psyche

Sage Open Access Journal

Reviewing of Grant Proposals

Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada

Wellcome Trust grant proposals

Selected Media Coverage

Interviewed on “The Evolution of Storytelling,” an episode of Philosophy Talk, a Public Radio program hosted by John Perry and Ken Taylor. This show aired on November 4, 2012.

“Broken Mirrors: A Theory of Autism,” by V. S. Ramachandran and Lindsay M. Oberman, Scientific American, 2006, 295(5): 62-69. Features my research on autism.
“Mind Fiction: Your Brain Just Can’t Help Telling Tall Tales,” by Helen Phillips, New Scientist magazine, October 7, 2006: 32-42. Cover story about confabulation and Brain Fiction.

“The Origin(s) of Confabulation,” by Kathleen B. McDermott and Karl K. Spuznar, in Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 2005, 9: 561-562. Review of Brain Fiction.
“Spin Central,” by Dan Lloyd, in American Scientist Online, July-August, 2005. Review of Brain Fiction.
“One Cause for All Confabulations?,” by Armin Schnider, Science, 2005, 308: 1262. Review of Brain Fiction.
“Alien Friends,” by Thomas Grüter and Ulrich Kraft, Scientific American Mind, 2005, 16(1): 58-63. Features research on Capgras’ syndrome.

Interview in American Scientist Online, The Bookshelf, Scientist’s Nightstand.

“The Short List: The Next Big Thing,” The Chronicle of Higher Education, September 10, 2004: B4.  Views on trends in philosophy.

“The Invisible Wall: Autism,” Television documentary on autism which features the research described in “Autonomic Reactions of Autistic Children….”  Aired originally on the Discovery Channel, April, 2001.

“Is Art Lawful?,” by Christopher W. Tyler, Science 285: 673-674.  Review of “The Science of Art.”

“This is Not My Beautiful Wife…,” by Rory Johnston, New Scientist magazine, March 22, 1997. Article about “Capgras Syndrome: A Novel Probe….”

Teaching Experience

Elmhurst College 




      

1999 to 2013
Assistant/Associate/Full Professor for Introduction to Philosophy,  

Contemporary Philosophy, Ancient Philosophy, 

Reasoning, Philosophy of Science, Philosophy of Art 

The William Paterson University of New Jersey


1997 to 1999

Assistant Professor for Introduction to Philosophy,  

Philosophy of Mind, Philosophy of Science, 

Philosophy of Language 

Sacramento City College, Sacramento, California

1992 to 1993

Instructor for two sections of Critical Reasoning 

and two sections of Introduction to Philosophy

University of California, Davis




1989 to 1992

Instructor for Philosophy of Mind and Critical Reasoning 

Several teaching assistantships, including 

Philosophy of Biology and The Psychology of Consciousness.

University of New Mexico




1984 to 1987

Instructor for three years, each of which included 

two sections of Introduction to Philosophy and 

two sections of Critical Reasoning

Special Courses Created and Taught

Elmhurst College

Philosophy of Human Abilities



Fall 2013

Co-taught with Prof. LuEllen Doty of the Department of


Eduction
The Psychology, Philosophy, and Neuroscience of Consciousness

Co-taught with Prof. Patrick Ackles of the Psychology


Department
Scientific Fraud





Fall, 2003

Co-taught with Prof. Thomas Sawyer of the Psychology 
Department

Science and Pseudoscience




Spring, 2002

Co-taught with Prof. Earl Swallow of the 
Department of Physics

William Paterson University

Introduction to Cognitive Science



Spring, 1998

The Biology of Mind





Fall, 1998

Co-taught with professors from the departments of 
Biology and Psychology

University of California, San Diego 





The Neural Self 





Spring, 1996
Co-taught with Patricia Churchland 

University of California, Davis

Self and Mind






Summer, 1992

